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UKCDS – the Secretariat 



What does UKCDS do?

•Bring people together

•Share information

•Promote opportunities

Secretariat

Stakeholders



Connecting research with development 
challenges: the changing landscape



Political commitment to science, technology and 
innovation for development



Rising economies and investment in science, 
technology and innovation (STI)

• Increasing North-South and South-South collaboration – 60.1% growth 
in authors from Africa from 2008-2014

• Increasing investment in STI and increasing mobility of researchers 
around the world

Science Report, UNESCO, 2015; International comparative Performance of the UK Research Base, Elsevier, 2013 

Global co-authorship map, 2008-2012



Increasingly fragmented development landscape

Key development challenges: inequality, fragility, urban poverty, changing 
demographics, environmental change, resource scarcity
• More than half of the world’s poor live in Nigeria, India and China1

• By 2030, the percentage of the world’s poor living in fragile states could be as 
high as 75%2

• By 2030, sub-Saharan Africa could account for 80% of the world’s poor3

1 The Data Report: putting the poorest first, 2015
2 Financing the future, How international public finance should fund a global social compact to eradicate poverty, ODI 
3 Global Monitoring Report 2014/15: Ending Poverty and Sharing Prosperity, World Bank, 2015



Complex 
interrelated 
problems

Solution 
may cause 

new 
problems

Urgency No central 
authority

Incomplete 
or complex 
information

Resistance 
to change

More complex challenges – collaboration and 
new approaches to research



And in the UK?

• Strengthening global peace, security 
and governance

• Strengthening resilience and 
response to crises

• Promoting global prosperity
• Tackling extreme poverty and 

helping the world’s most vulnerable



Ross Fund (DH + DFID)

DFID*

Newton Fund

GCRF Allocated

GCRF Collective fund

Total*

* Based on UKCDS estimates from figures provided by members

BIS

Rising ODA  research spend rising across government 



ODA recipient countries
--- DFID priority countries
--- DFID + Newton Fund
--- Newton Fund countries
--- Other recipient 
countries



UK research base well-placed

A decade of development in sub-Saharan African Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics Research, World 
Bank & Elsevier, 2014
International comparative Performance of the UK Research Base, Elsevier, 2013



Its about approach and context

11principles.org

• Is the research relevant and needed?

• Does it shed new light on complex 
challenges? E.g. synergies and tradeoffs 
across the SDGs

• Implementation as well as new
technologies or ideas

• Excellent research AND building 
sustainable capacity 

• Creating and maintaining 
equitable partnerships



What are the research needs?

id100.group.shef.ac.uk





How can UKCDS help you?

• Researcher Hub: 
/researcher-hub

• Funding hub: /funding

• Weekly or monthly 
updates:
/subscribe-to-our-mailing-
list

• Twitter: @UKCDS 

http://www.ukcds.org.uk/researcher-hub
http://www.ukcds.org.uk/researcher-hub
http://www.ukcds.org.uk/funding
http://www.ukcds.org.uk/subscribe-to-our-mailing-list
http://www.ukcds.org.uk/subscribe-to-our-mailing-list
http://www.ukcds.org.uk/subscribe-to-our-mailing-list
http://ukcds-dev.mrmdev.co.uk/


Any questions?

j.dodson@ukcds.org.uk


